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were the consumers without buying power. By the summer
of 1932 many communities were turning over tracts of pub-
lic land to the unemployed for cultivation as small farms or
vegetable gardens. In Gary, Indiana, for example, twenty
thousand families raised their own provender on land lent by
the city.
Despite repeated official assurance that nobody would be
allowed to starve, in New York City at least twenty-nine
persons are known to have died from starvation in 1933,
while one hundred and ten such fatalities, chiefly children,
were reported for the nation at large prior to 1934* Far more
numerous were those victims of disease, accident and general
collapse to whose death hunger was largely contributory.
Philadelphia's community health center experienced a rise of
about sixty per cent in its malnutrition diagnoses between
1928 and 1932, markedly in the age group between six and
sixteen. A sharp decline in the consumption of milk, eggs
and fresh fruit showed all too clear a correlation with an in-
crease of rickets, scurvy, pellagra. In one New York City
health center the National Organization for Public Health
Nursing reported a growth of malnutrition patients from
eighteen per cent of total admissions in 1928 to the startling
figure of sixty per cent by 193L
"Hog V hominy/' so long the bane of Southern poor
whites, was now matched in inadequacy by the diet of the
new poor in other regions, living on bread, potatoes and
beans, with cabbage once a week as a treat* To be sure, res-
taurant managers often contributed leftovers, bakers their
stale bread, and wholesale fruit and vegetable dealers their
overripe produce. Truck drivers were known to spill an occa-
sional crate of oranges from their vehicles on the Lower East
Side and pretend to ignore the scattered fruit* The acme of
degradation was garbage eating, practised in many cities. In-
vestigators of the Chicago slums in 1932 pictured a scene:
"Around the truck which was unloading garbage and other
refuse were about thirty-five men, women and children. As

